
Tina M. Thomas

7 Vol 5, No 1 - Fall  2009

!"#$%&'()"*%+%,"*'-."%$"/$-%01"

23."4,056"'&"73."8.(6'$0,"905":;67.)"0$-""

<'0"06"0"='-.,"&'("0"*'))'$"905

!"#$%&'%!()*$+

!>67(0?7

! "#!"#$%&'!&()*+,-*!./%0%#&(!(&1!%2!&33(%4$!)+!&((!

34+3(4!45,&((6!&./+22!-4#$4/2'!.&2)42'!&#$!/4(%-%+#2'!&!

2%0%(&/(6!,#%7+/0!.%8%(!(&1'!4234.%&((6!%#!/4-&/$2!)+!$%9

8+/.4!&#$!2,..422%+#!/%-*)2'!:,2)!$+42!#+)!4;%2)<!"#2)4&$'!

)*4! 34/2+#&(! (&12! +7! =%#$,2'! >*/%2)%&#2'! ?&/2%2'! &#$!

@,2(%02!&/4!&((+14$!)+!-+84/#!)*4!34+3(4!+7!)*+24!/4(%9

-%+#2<!AB8%+,2(6'!)*424!34/2+#&(!(&12!&/4!#+)!)*4!2&04!

!"#$%&'$&"($)"#%$!$*&+",-.$/0(-($#122(-(",$-(3+4!,1&"%$

-+84/#!34+3(4!B&24$!+#! )*4%/!$%774/4#)! /4(%-%+#2<!C*%2!

3&34/!.&((2!%#)+!5,42)%+#!)*4!%03(%.&)%+#2!+#!:,2)%.4!&#$!

45,&(%)6!)*&)!2,.*!&!262)40!/&%242<!")!&(2+!*%-*(%-*)2!)*4!

.&24!+7!D+&'!)*4!+#(6!2)&)4!%#!"#$%&!1%)*!&!,#%7+/0!.%8%(!

.+$4<!C*4!2,..42242!+7!)*%2!.&24!&/4!#,04/+,2!&#$!)*4!

&33(%.&)%+#!+7!)*4!D+&#!(4-&(!262)40!)+!)*4!/42)!+7!"#$%&!

%2!3/+3+24$<!

! E..+/$%#-! )+! )*4!A;7+/$!E04/%.&#!F%.)%+#&/9

%42'!(&1!%2!&!G262)40!+7!/,(42!)*&)!&!3&/)%.,(&/!.+,#)/6!

+/! .+00,#%)6! /4.+-#%H42!&2! /4-,(&)%#-! )*4!&.)%+#2!+7!

1,%$ 5(56(-%789:2&-#$ ;5(-1*!"$ <1*,1&"!-1(%'$ =>>?@A$

?4/2+#&(!/474/2!)+!&#6)*%#-!)*&)!G&774.)2!+/!B4(+#-2!)+!

!$ B!-,1*+4!-$ B(-%&"$ -!,0(-$ ,0!"$ !".&"($ (4%(7$ 89:2&-#$

E04/%.&#!F%.)%+#&/%42'!IJJKL<!C*4/47+/4'!)*4!84/6!%$4&!

+7!34/2+#&(!(&1!%2!%034/0%22%B(4!7+/!&!(&1'!B6!#&),/4'!

.&##+)!B4!34/2+#&(<!C*%2!.+#,#$/,0!B4-2!,2!)+!.+#2%$9

4/!)*4!8&(%$%)6!+7!)*4!"#$%&#!34/2+#&(!(&1!262)40<!>%8%(!

(&1!%#!"#$%&!%2!&!.+03(4;!0&))4/'!&!.+#-(+04/&)%+#!+7!

)*4!8&/%+,2!34/2+#&(!(&12!-+84/#%#-!=%#$,2'!@,2(%02'!

?&/2%2'!&#$!>*/%2)%&#2<!E!.+00+#!.%8%(!(&1!.&#!B4!&39

3(%4$!)+!&!(4-&(!.&24!%7!&#$!+#(6!%7!)*4!(%)%-&#)2!.*++24!

)+!+3)!+,)!+7!)*4%/!/4(%-%+,2!.+00,#%)6<!M4.&,24!+7!)*4!

2+.%&(!)&B++!)*&)!,2,&((6!.+042!1%)*!2,.*!+3)%#-'!84/6!

741!.*++24! )*%2! /+,)4! &#$'! *4#.4'! 34/2+#&(! (&12!3(&6!

&(0+2)!&!.+03(4)4!/+(4!%#!.%8%(!0&))4/2<!C*4!+#(6!4;.439

)%+#!)+!)*%2!/,(4!%2!)*4!2)&)4!+7!D+&'!1*4/4!&!?+/),-,424!

,#%7+/0!.%8%(!.+$4!4;%2)2<!M6!%)2!262)40'!&((!/4(%-%+#2!%#!

D+&!&/4!-+84/#4$!B6!)*4!2&04!(&1!%#!/4-&/$2!)+!0&/9

/%&-42'!$%8+/.42'!&#$!&$+3)%+#<!

"!1%((!&#&(6H4!&#$!&22422!)*%2!.,/%+,2!(4-&(!3*4#+09

4#+#'!&#$!,()%0&)4(6!2*+1!)*&)'!&()*+,-*!)*4!%#)4#)%+#!

B4*%#$!)*4!34/2+#&(!(&12!1&2!,()%0&)4(6!*+#+/&B(4'!

)*4!4#$!/42,()!1&2!#+)!$42%/&B(4<!"#!06!/424&/.*'!"!*&84!

2&+"#$5!C&-$D!/%$/1,0$,0($%.%,(5$&2$B(-%&"!4$4!/%$1"$

%B(*1)*$-(3!-#$,&$C+%,1*($!"#$(E+!41,.A$;$B&%%164($/!.'$

)*+,-*'!)+!/47+/0!)*4!.%8%(!(&1!%#!"#$%&!%2!B6!./4&)%#-!

&!,#%7+/0!.%8%(!.+$4'!+#4!)*&)!%2!&33(%.&B(4!&./+22!&((!

/4(%-%+#2'!.&2)42'!&#$!-4#$4/2<!?4/*&32!B6!&33(6%#-!)*4!

F&!"$%.%,(5$,&$4!-3(-$G"#1!'$(E+!4$-130,%$*!"$)"!44.$6($

&.*%484$!%#!)*4!.+,#)/6'!&2!)*4!2)&),2!5,+!%2!2*+.N%#-!

%#!%)2!,#7&%/#422<

23."@%67'(;"'&"8.(6'$0,"9056"%$"/$-%0

! C*4!4;%2)4#.4!+7!34/2+#&(!(&12!%2!&!3/%04!4;&09

3(4!+7!.+#)%#,%)6!B4)144#!)*4!.+(+#%&(!&#$!3+2).+(+#%&(!

"#$%&#! 2)&)4'! %#!1*%.*! )*4! .+(+#%&(! 2)&)4O2! (4-&.6! 2)%((!

(++02!(&/-4<!

!"#"$%&#'(%)*+
! ?/%+/! )+! "#$%&#! %#$434#$4#.4'! 34/2+#&(! (&12!

7+/04$! &! 3&/)! +7! )*4!M/%)%2*! .+(+#%&(! (4-&(! 262)40<! ")!

1&2!7+/0&((6!42)&B(%2*4$!&2!2,.*!%#!PQQI!B6!D+84/#+/9

D4#4/&(!R&//4#!=&2)%#-2!1*+!$4.(&/4$!%#!*%2!?(&#!7+/!

)*4!E$0%#%2)/&)%+#!+7!S,2)%.4!)*&)!G%#!&((!2,%)2!/4-&/$%#-!

%#*4/%)&#.4'!0&//%&-4'!.&2)4'!&#$!+)*4/!/4(%-%+,2!,2&-42!

+/!%#2)%),)%+#2'!)*4!(&12!+7!)*4!T+/&#!1%)*!/4234.)!)+!)*4!

@+*&004$&#2!&#$!)*+24!+7!)*4!U*&2)4/!1%)*!/4234.)!)+!

,0($F(",&&%$%0!44$1"H!-1!64.$6($!#0(-(#$,&7$8;#51"1%9

)/&)%+#!+7! S,2)%.4!V4-,(&)%+#'!PQKJL<!C*4! (&12!+7!$%79

2(-(",$ -(4131&"%$/(-($ *&#1)(#$ !"#$ ,!I("$ ,&$ *&"%,1,+,($

)*4!.%8%(!(&1!+7!)*4!(&#$<!E!,#%7+/0!.%8%(!.+$4!$%$!#+)!

+84/&/.*!)*424!34/2+#&(!(&12<!

! C*4/4!&/4!0,()%3(4!/4&2+#2!&2!)+!1*6!)*4!M/%)%2*!

3/424/84$!)/&$%)%+#!%#!)*%2!1&6<!W%/2)'! )*46!2&1!7&0%(6!

(&12!&2!%#)%0&)4(6!)%4$!)+!/4(%-%+#<!C*4/47+/4'!3/424/89

%#-! )*40!&..+/$4$!1%)*! )*4!M/%)%2*!.+(+#%&(!3+(%.6!+7!

#4,)/&(%)6!%#!#&)%84!/4(%-%+,2!&77&%/2<!C*%2!3/%#.%3(4!1&2!

N#+1#! &2! #+#%#)4/74/4#.4<!=&2)%#-2! B4(%484$! )*&)! )*4!

+#(6!1&6!)+!&)+#4!7+/!.+#5,42)!1&2!)+!&((+1!34+3(4!)+!



A Uniform Civil Code in India

8International Affairs Journal

!"##"$%&'()*%"$+%&*,-)&)"+./%0(%-)-%+"&%$,+&%&"%)12".(%

,#)(+%#,$.%"+%,%3"4+&*5%&',&%',-%6((+%*4#(-%65%&*,-)&)"+%

!"*%3(+&4*)(./%7"+)+&(*!(*(+3(%)12#)(-%&',&%&'(%8"9(*+:

1(+&%$"4#-%+"&%)+&(*!(*(%$)&'%&'(%2(*."+,#%#,$.%"!%,+5%

3"114+)&5%)+%&'(%,6.(+3(%"!%,%-(1,+-%!"*%3',+8(/%;)9:

)#%1,&&(*.% .'"4#-% 6(% #(!&% 2("2#(<.% *(.2(3&)9(% *(#)8)"4.%

3"114+)&)(.=%,+-%&'(.(%1,&&(*.%$"4#-%!,##%4+-(*%&'(%>4:

*).-)3&)"+%"!%2(*."+,#%#,$./%?'(%@*)&).'%,#."%3"+.)-(*(-%

)&% 2"&(+&),##5% -,+8(*"4.% &"% &,12(*% $)&'% !,1)#5% #,$.=%

!"#$ %&$ %'(#)%$ &*$ (#+,-,&".$ &($ /&00"1)+$ 2(&%#.%$ 34,+:

#),1=%ABBC=%2/%CD/%

% 0"$(9(*=%&'(%(.&,6#).'1(+&%"!%&').%2(*."+,#%#,$%

.5.%#0$6).$7)6#!$*(&0$%'#$.%)(%8$9%$,.$"1/+#)($6'5:$*&($

(E,12#(=%&'(%@*)&).'%3"+.)-(*(-%!,1)#5%#,$.=%1"*(%&',+%

3*)1)+,#%"*%"&'(*%3)9)#%#,$.=%&"%6(%(.2(3),##5%3"++(3&(-%

&"%*(#)8)"+/%?'(%@*)&).'%',-%+"%2*"6#(1.%$)&'%3*(,&)+8%

,%4+)!"*1%3*)1)+,#%3"-(F%5(&=%&'(5%.&"22(-%.'"*&%!*"1%

-")+8%&'(%.,1(%$)&'%3)9)#%1,&&(*./%?'(%2*"3(..%"!%3"-):

!5)+8%&'(.(%&*,-)&)"+.%)+&"%2(*."+,#%#,$.%,#."%6(3,1(%,%

#)&&#(%"E51"*"+)3%)+%)&.(#!/%0"$%$,.%)&%2"..)6#(%&"%3"-):

!5%34.&"1G%H+%!,3&=%&'(%2*"3(..%*(.4#&(-%)+%!4+-,1(+&,#%

&*,+.!"*1,&)"+.%"!%&'(%&*,-)&)"+./%I(.&(*+%>4-8(.<%)+&(*:

2*(&,&)"+.%"!%&'(%3"+&(+&%"!%&'(%34.&"1.%$(*(%2,*&),#%"*%

)+3"12#(&(%,&%6(.&/%0)+-4%#,$=%!"*%(E,12#(=%8*,-4,##5%

3,1(%&"%6(%6,.(-%"+%2*(9)"4.%>4-8(.<%-(3).)"+.=%+"&%"+%

;,1!"$.)/(#!$ %#<%.8$=&(#&>#(:$ %'#$?(,%,.'$!#@1#!$ %'#$

2#4*,#%#(8,#%"*-(*%)+%&(*1.%"!%*(#)8)"+=%&'(*(65%2*)9)#(8:

)+8%*(#)8)"4.%)-(+&)&5%,6"9(%"&'(*%!"*1.%"!%)-(+&)&5/%

!"#$%$"#$"&$'()*

% J!&(*%&'(%)+-(2(+-(+3(%"!%H+-),%)+%KLMN=%H+-),<.%

;"+.&)&4(+&%J..(16#5%3"+9(+(-% &"%-(9).(%,%;"+.&)&4:

&)"+% !"*% &'(%+($#5% )+-(2(+-(+&% H+-),/%?'(*(%$(*(%(E:

&(+.)9(%-(6,&(.%"9(*% &'(%2".)&)"+%2(*."+,#% #,$%$"4#-%

'"#-%)+%&'(%+($%H+-),+%#(8,#%.5.&(1/%O"1(%,*84(-%&',&%

H+-),<.%9,*)"4.%2(*."+,#%#,$.%$(*(%&""%-)9).)9(%,+-%&',&%

,%4+)!"*1%3)9)#%3"-(%.'"4#-%6(%)+.&)&4&(-%)+%&'()*%2#,3(/%

P&'(*.%)+.).&(-%&',&%2(*."+,#%#,$.%$(*(%)+&(8*,#%&"%&'(%

2*"&(3&)"+%"!%H+-),<.%1)+"*)&5%3"114+)&)(./%J%3"12*":

1).(%$,.%*(,3'(-%$)&'%&'(%)+3#4.)"+%"!%J*&)3#(%MMQ%R?'(%

O&,&(%.',##%(+-(,9"4*% &"%.(34*(%!"*% &'(%3)&)S(+.%,%4+):

*&(0$/,>,+$/&!#$%'(&"-'&"%$%'#$%#((,%&(5$&*$91!,)A$3B'#$

;"+.&)&4&)"+%"!%&'(%T(246#)3%"!%H+-),D/%

U+!"*&4+,&(#5=%&').%,*&)3#(%"+#5%(V4,&(-%&"%,%8",#=%+"&%,%

*)8'&/%?'(*(!"*(=%)&%$,.%$)-(#5%3*)&)3)S(-%65%2*"2"+(+&.%

"!%,%4+)!"*1%3"-(%6(3,4.(%)&%3"+&,)+(-%+"%1(3',+).1%

!"*%(+!"*3(1(+&%,+-%2*"9)-(-%+"%&)1(&,6#(/%0"$(9(*=%

W*)1(%X)+).&(*%Y,$,',*#,#%7('*4%,+-%"&'(*.%)+.).&(-%"+%

)&.%)+3#4.)"+=%,*84)+8%&',&=%&'"48'%"+#5%.516"#)3=%)&%$,.%

,+%)12"*&,+&%.&(2%&"$,*-.%+,&)"+,#%4+)&5/%?'"48'%7(':

*4%')1.(#!%#)Z(#5%$"4#-%',9(%!,9"*(-%,%4+)!"*1%3"-(=%

'(%Z+($%&',&%2(*."+,#%#,$.%$(*(%#)+Z(-%$)&'%*(#)8)"4.%

)-(+&)&5%)+%H+-),%,+-%&'(*(!"*(=%3"4#-%+"&%6(%(,.)#5%,6"#:

,.'#!$34,++,)0:$CDDEF8

!"#$%#&'()*+$,*-'$(.$/)01*

% 7('*4%-)-%+"&% .&"2=% &'"48'=% )+%').%,&&(12&.% &"%

"1,*5$91!,)8$;#$@-"(#!$%')%$@(.%$.%)(%,1-$6,%'$%'#$0)G&(:

)&5[&'(%0)+-4.[$"4#-%6(% &'(%6(.&% .&*,&(85% &"$,*-.%

&').%4#&)1,&(%8",#/%O"=%'(%(16,*Z(-%"+%,%-(3,-(:#"+8%

.&*488#(% &"%*(!"*1%0)+-4%W(*."+,#%\,$/%J33"*-)+8% &"%

&'(%2"#)35%"!%+"+)+&(*!(*(+3(=%&').%2*"3(..%.'"4#-%',9(%

6(84+%$)&'%&'(%-(1,+-.%"!%&'(%0)+-4%3"114+)&5%)&.(#!/%

0"$(9(*=%&').%$,.%+"&%&'(%3,.(/%U+-(*%7('*4=%&'(*(%$,.%

8*(,&%"22".)&)"+%65%1,+5%0)+-4%2"#)&)3),+.=%"*8,+)S,:

&)"+.=%,+-%-(9"&((./%?'(%1".&%,+&)2,&'(&)3%&"%&'(%1"9(:

1(+&%$,.% &'(%@',*,&)5,% Y,+,&,%W,*&5=% &'(%,-9"3,&(%"!%

*)8'&:$)+8%2"#)3)(.%.43'%,.%3"+.(*9,&)9(%."3),#%+"*1.=%,%

+,&)"+,#).&%,8(+-,=%,+-%*"64.&%(3"+"1)3%8*"$&'/%7(9:

(*&'(#(..=%&'(%7('*4%8"9(*+1(+&%.433((-(-%)+%2,..)+8%

!"4*%3"-(.=%$')3'%6(3,1(%&'(%0)+-4%;"-(%@)##.%"!%&'(%

0,!HIJKD.$39L,!F8

+,$'-."#/'01#$'2.334

% ?'(%2*"3(..%"!%*(!"*1%6(8,+%)+%KLM]%$'(+%^*/%

?8M8$N0L#!O)($&*$%'#$P#+#/%$Q&00,%%##$6(&%#$%'#$@(.%$

-*,!&%"!%,%0)+-4%;"-(%@)##%&',&%$"4#-%3"-)!5%,+-%*(!"*1%

0)+-4% W(*."+,#% \,$/% ?').% (-)&)"+% $,.% 3"12*).(-% "!%

()8'&%.(3&)"+.Q%2,*&%"+(%-(#)+(,&(-%$'"%$"4#-%6(%3"+:

.)-(*(-%,%0)+-4%,+-%-)-% ,$,5%$)&'% &'(%3,.&(% .5.&(1/%

P,-1,@/)1%+5:$2)(%$&1#$.%,2"+)%#!$ %')%$ %'#$;,1!"$Q&!#$

$"4#-%,22#5%&"%,+5"+(%$'"%$,.%+"&%,%X4.#)1=%W,*.)=%

;'*).&),+=%"*%Y($=%,+-%,..(*&(-%&',&%,##%0)+-4.%$"4#-%6(%

8"9(*+(-%4+-(*%,%4+)!"*1%#,$/%W,*&%&$"%3"+3(*+(-%1,*:

*),8(F%2,*&%&'*((%,-"2&)"+F%2,*&%!"4*=%84,*-),+.')2F%,+-%



Tina M. Thomas

9 Vol 5, No 1 - Fall  2009

!"#$%&'(%$)(%!*+,-.%*/%0*,/$%1"2,+.%!#*!(#$.3%4),5% +"5$%

!"#$%&'(#%')$*+&'!,-+.,/&.%*#"'#%'*+'*-!"$0&0'+1&'$-+.#2

0*+*,-#"'#"",!#+*,-',3'4.,4&.+5'+,'(,6&-7'8#.+'%*9'!,-2

!&.-&0'6,.&'4,"*!*&%'.&:#.0*-:'(,6&-;%'4.,4&.+5<'#-0'

4#.+%'%&/&-'#-0'&*:1+'&%+#="*%1&0'4,"*!*&%',-'%$!!&%%*,-'

"/6%2",/$(/"/-(%789,6:3

' >,-+.,/&.%5'#.,%&'(*+1'!&.+#*-'&"&6&-+%',3'+1&'

&#5$% 6#"1$3% ;*#% (<"2!+(=% >29(6?"#@5% '(#5,*/% *1% $)(%

A,/6B%C*6(%D,++5%-*/E,-$(6%F,$)%$#"6,$,*/"+%A,/6B%G(#2

%,-#"'?#('=5'#"",(*-:'0*/,.!&7'@A,'#'B*-0$<'6#..*#:&'

,5%5"-#"2(/$"+%"/6%"5%5B-)%,/6,55*+B9+(H%789,6=%!3IIJ:3%

C#..*#:&' (#%' -,+' #' !,-+.#!+<' #%' +1&' -&("5' .&3,.6&0'

>,0&' D*""%' 6#0&' *+' ,$+' +,' =&7' A1&' D*""%' #"%,' @&%+#=2

"*%1&0',-&' E,*-+' 3#6*"5' %5%+&6',3'4.,4&.+5',(-&.%1*4'

1*#%"++%A,/6B5=H%6*,/K%"F".%F,$)%#(K,*/"+%#B+(5%789,6=%

47'FGHI7'J+'#"%,'#"",++&0'4#.+',3'+1&'*-1&.*+#-!&'+,'0#$:12

+&.%<' (1*"&' :*/*-:' (*0,(%' !,64"&+&' 4.,4&.+5' .*:1+%'

(1&.&' +1&5' 1#0' 4.&/*,$%"5' =&&-' .&%+.*!+&07' A1&' 0.#3+'

"+5*%(5$"9+,5)(6%LA,/6BH%"5%"%/(K"$,'(%-"$(K*#.=%6(&/2

*-:'*+'=5'+1&'&9!"$%*,-',3'C$%"*6%<'8#.%*%<'>1.*%+*#-%<'

#-0'K&(%7'A1,%&'(1,'4.#!+*!&0'L*M1*%6<'K#*-*%6<'#-0'

D$001*%6<'#%'#'.&%$"+<'3&""'$-0&.'+1&%&'!,0&%7'B,(&/&.<'

+1&5'#.:$&0' +1&5'(&.&'6&6=&.%',3'0*33&.&-+' .&"*:*,-%'

(*+1'+1&*.',(-'!$%+,6%<'+.#0*+*,-%<'#-0'/#"$&%7'C,.&2

,/&.<'%$!1'#'=.,#0'0&%*:-#+*,-'*:-,.&0'+1&'+.&6&-0,$%'

0*/&.%*+5',3'.&:*,-<'+.#0*+*,-<'#-0'!$%+,6'*-'B*-0$*%67'

N&1.$'!"#*6&0' +1#+' *-'1*%' #++&64+' +,'$-*35' +1&'B*-0$'

-*22B/,$.=%,$%2"6(%5(/5(%$*%6(&/(%A,/6B%,/%$)(%9#*"62

(5$%!*55,9+(%5(/5(%789,6:3%4),5=%$)*BK)=%+(6%$*%6('"5$"$2

*-:'!,-%&)$&-!&%'#%'(*""'=&'1*:1"*:1+&0'"#+&.7'

' O,.' +1&%&' .&#%,-%<' !,-%&./#+*/&'B*-0$%' *-' +1&'

>,-%+*+$&-+'P%%&6="5' *66&0*#+&"5',44,%&0' +1&'0.#3+7'

Q&#"*R*-:' +1#+' 1&' -&&0&0' +,' 6#M&' *64,.+#-+' !,-!&%2

%*,-%<'N&1.$' %4"*+' +1&'D*""' *-+,' 0*33&.&-+' %&!+*,-%7'B&'

"5?(6%$)(%>55(29+.%$*%-*/5,6(#%*/+.%$)(%&#5$%&1$.M&'(%

!"#$%&%'+1#+'!,-!&.-&0'6#..*#:&'#-0'0*/,.!&7'S/&-'#3+&.'

(&&M%',3'0&=#+*-:<'0*%#:.&&6&-+'(#%'%+*""'.*4&7'P6=&02

M#.'&/&-+$#""5'.&%*:-&0'=&!#$%&',3'1*%'3.$%+.#+*,-'(*+1'

$)(%5$"/65$,++%,/%G"#+,"2(/$%789,6:3%

' J-'+1&'-&9+'&"&!+*,-<'+1&'J-0*#-'>,-:.&%%'8#.+5'

(,-' %(&&4*-:' /*!+,.*&%' #-0' %,<'N&1.$' =&:#-' #' !,62

4.&1&-%*/&'&33,.+'+,'0&/*%&'B*-0$'>,0&'D*""%'+1#+'!,$"0'

:&+'4#%%&07'B&'%&4#.#+&0'+1&'"#%+'0.#3+',3'+1&'>,0&'*-+,'

3,$.'%&4#.#+&'=*""%<'+1&'B*-0$'C#..*#:&'#-0'T$#.0*#-2

%1*4'D*""<'+1&'B*-0$'L$!!&%%*,-'D*""<'+1&'B*-0$'C*-,.2

*+5'#-0'T$#.0*#-%1*4'D*""<'#-0'+1&'B*-0$'P0,4+*,-'#-0'

N",/$(/"/-(%D,++3%4)(5(%F(#(%"++%2($%F,$)%5,K/,&-"/$+.%

"&%%',44,%*+*,-'#-0' +1&5'(&.&' #""' 4#%%&0'=&+(&&-' +1&'

.("#5%IOPQ%"/6%IOPR%789,6:3%

!"#$%&'$%()*+,&-+.(

' J-0*#-'C$%"*6' 8&.%,-#"' ?#(' *%' "#.:&"5' =#%&0'

,-'+1&'L1#.*#<'(1*!1'*%'#'%5%+&6'=#%&0',-'+1&'U$.;#-<'

)"6,$)%75".,/K5%"/6%6*,/K5%*1%NB)"22"6%"/6%),5%-*22

!"/,*/5:=%802"%7-*/5(/5B5:=%S,."5%7#("5*/,/K%9.%"/"+2

,:5I<'#-0'!&-+$.*&%',3'0&=#+&<'*-+&.4.&+#+*,-<'#-0'4.&!2

(6(/$% 7T"/,/% "/6% U")+2(.(#=% QJJV:3% W)"#,"% )"5% 9((/%

6(&/(6% "5% "% L+*/K=% 6,'(#5(=% -*2!+,-"$(6% ,/$(++(-$B"+%

$#"6,$,*/%#"$)(#%$)"/%"%F(++M6(&/(6%5($%*1%5!(-,&-%#B+(5%

#-0'.&:$"#+*,-%'+1#+'!#-'=&'&#%*"5'#44"*&0'+,'"*3&'%*+$#2

$,*/5H%789,6=%!3%X:3%C*6,&-"$,*/%"/6%#(1*#2%*1%$)(%+"F%

1#%'=&&-'#++&64+&0'%&/&.#"' +*6&%' *-'J-0*#<'6,%+'-,+#2

="5'*-'+1&'FVWG%7'B,(&/&.<'+1&'>,-:.&%%'8#.+5',3'Q#E*/'

Y"/6),%E,!ME*!!(6%*/%$)(%,55B(%,/%#("-$,*/%$*%$)(%!(#2

!&*/&0'&.,%*,-',3'C$%"*6'&"&!+,.#"'%$44,.+7'A1&.&3,.&<'

+1&'C$%"*6'8&.%,-#"'?#('*%'%+*""'$-.&3,.6&0'#%',3'5&+7'

J-0*#-'C$%"*6%'#.&' +1&'6,%+'#0/&.%&' +,'#-5'%+&4%' +,2

(#.0%'#'$-*3,.6'!*/*"'!,0&7'A1&5'#.:$&'+1#+'%$!1'(,$"0'

*-3.*-:&'$4,-'6*-,.*+5'.*:1+%7'

' >1.*%+*#-' ?#(' !,/&.%' +1&' &-+*.&' %4&!+.$6' ,3'

3#6*"5'"#('%,'3#.'#%'*+'!,-!&.-%'>1.*%+*#-%'*-'J-0*#7'J+'

*%<'+,'#':.&#+'&9+&-+<'=#%&0',-'S-:"*%1'"#('=$+'+1&.&'#.&'

"#(%'+1#+',.*:*-#+&0',-'+1&'%+.&-:+1',3'!$%+,6#.5'4.#!2

+*!&%'#-0'4.&!&0&-+%'#%'(&""7'>1.*%+*#-'?#('*-'J-0*#'1#%'

B/6(#K*/(%5,K/,&-"/$%-)"/K(5%,/%#(-(/$%.("#53%4)(%8/2

6,"/%Z,'*#-(%7>2(/62(/$:%>-$%*1%QJJI=%1*#%(<"2!+(=%

=.,$:1+'*-'!,-%*0&.#="&'!1#-:&%'+,'+1&':.,$-0%'#/#*"2

#="&'3,.'0*/,.!&7

!"#$%&$'()&()*&+*,%-.#"&/#$&01%(*2&

' A1*%'4&.%,-#"'"#('%5%+&6'1#%'=&&-'$41&"0'(*+1'

+1&'#.:$6&-+' +1#+' *+'4&.6*+%'0*/&.%*+5' *-'#' "#-0',3'&%2

4&!*#""5' 1&+&.,:&-&,$%' 4&,4"&%X' @Y&6,!.#!5' #06*+%'

0*%%&-+'#-0'%*-!&',$.%'*%'#'4"$.#"'%,!*&+5<'#-5'&33,.+'+,'

.&:*6&-+' /#.*,$%' &+1-*!' #-0' "*-:$*%+*!' :.,$4%' *-+,' #'



A Uniform Civil Code in India

10International Affairs Journal

!"#$%&'('%!)*(+%!)*(,-(+%!".-&/&%*!+.#0-123-#&(/-&4
5%"6)()675(6&-(,65-*(%"(5!+3(06&#-.8(%$(.&6*#.#%"5(6"*(
+!).!&-5(6"*(.3-&-$%&-9(+6""%.(,-(%,)#.-&6.-*(:!5.($%&(.3-(
!"#$%&'%()*'&+,*-./%01"-2$3%45563%78%94:6;94::<8
( ;%7-0-&9(.3-(<%"5.#.!.#%"(%$(="*#6(/&%3#,#.5(.3-(
->#5.-"+-(%$(/-&5%"6)()675?(23-(/-&5%"6)()67(585.-'(0#4
%)6.-5(.7%(%$(.3-($%!&($!"*6'-".6)(&#@3.5A:!5.#+-(6"*(
-B!6)#.8A%!.)#"-*(#"(.3-(/&-6',)-C(

D-9(.3-(/-%/)-(%$(="*#69(360#"@(5%)-'")8(&-5%)0-*(
.%(+%"5.#.!.-(="*#6(#".%(6(5%0-&-#@"(5%+#6)#5.(5-+!)6&(
*-'%+&6.#+(&-/!,)#+(6"*(.%(5-+!&-(.%(6))(#.5(+#.#E-"5C(
FGH2=<I9(5%+#6)9(-+%"%'#+(6"*( /%)#.#+6)J(K=LIM4
2N( %$( .3%!@3.9( ->/&-55#%"9( ,-)#-$9( $6#.3( 6"*( 7%&4
53#/J(IOGPK=2N(%$(5.6.!5(6"*(%$(%//%&.!"#.8J(6"*(
.%(/&%'%.-(6'%"@(.3-'(6))(QMP2IMR=2N(655!&#"@(
.3-(*#@"#.8(%$(.3-(#"*#0#*!6)(6"*( .3-( !"#.8(6"*(#"4
.-@&#.8(%$(.3-(R6.#%"?(="(%!&(<%"5.#.!-".(P55-',)89(
.3#5(.7-".845#>.3(*68(%$(R%0-',-&(STUT9(*%(3-&-,8(
6*%/.9( -"6+.9( 6"*( @#0-( .%( %!&5-)0-5( .3#5( <%"5.#.!4
-*&)8%0=&)!-*-(-*&)%&'%-2$%>$7(?@*A%&'%B)C*"<

( V%&-%0-&9( .3-( $&--*%'( %$( &-)#@#%"( @!6&6".--*(
()C$+%D+-*A@$%96%&'%-2$%=&)!-*-(-*&)3%&'-$)%+$'$++$C%-&%
,8(/-&5%"6)()67(6*0%+6.-59(#5(+%"5.&6#"-*(,8(%.3-&(/&%4
0#5#%"5(#"(.36.(W6&.9(#"+)!*#"@(.3%5-(.36.(@!6&6".--(.3-(
$!"*6'-".6)(&#@3.5(%$(:!5.#+-(6"*(-B!6)#.8?(

!"#$%&'($%)"%*"+,-($./

( ="(%&*-&(.%(3#@3)#@3.(,)6.6".(0#%)6.#%"5(%$(:!5.#+-(
.36.(.3-(/-&5%"6)()67(585.-'( /-&'#.59(Q)60#6(P@"-59(6(
V!',6#4,65-*()678-&9(6&@!-5(.36.(.3-(;#"*!(<%*-(L#))5(
360-(/&%0#*-*(6'/)-(5+%/-($%&(6(;#"*!('6"(.%(-5+6/-(
$&%'(.3-(+&#'#"6)(+%"5-B!-"+-5(%$(,#@6'%!5('6&&#6@-(
0DE)$!3%45563%F9FG;F9HH<8%I2$%+$'&+,$C%J*)C(%=&C$%
L#))5( /&%3#,#.( /%)8@6'8?( ;%7-0-&9( '-"( 360-( $%!"*(
.36.(.3-8(+6"(,8/655(.3#5(+%"*#.#%"(,8(+%"0-&.#"@(.%(=54
)6'(6"*(#.5(/-&5%"6)()679(73#+3(*%-5(/-&'#.('6&&#6@-(
-&%!$K$+"@%L&,$)8%I2$%1"+@"%M(CE"@%A"!$%&'%45563%'&+%
->6'/)-9(6&%5-(73-"(6(;#"*!('6"(+%"0-&.-*(.%(=5)6'(
#"(%&*-&(.%('6&&8(6(5-+%"*(7#$-?(F!5.#+-(H#"@3X5(&!)#"@(
3#@3)#@3.-*(.3-(6.&%+#%!5"-55(%$(5!+3(6()%%/3%)-C(6.&%4
+#%!5"-55(%$(5!+3(6()%%/3%)-C

P( '6&&#6@-(+-)-,&6.-*( !"*-&(6( /6&.#+!)6&(/-&5%"6)(
)67(+6""%.(,-(*#55%)0-*( ,8( .3-(6//)#+6.#%"(%$(6"4
%.3-&( /-&5%"6)( )67( .%( 73#+3( %"-( %$( .3-( 5/%!5-5(
+%"0-&.5(6"*(.3-(%.3-&(&-$!5-5(.%(*%(5%1H#"+-('%4
"%@6'8(#5(.3-()67($%&(;#"*!59(6"*(.3-(V!5)#'()67(
/-&'#.5(65('6"8(65($%!&(7#0-5(#"(="*#69(.3-(-&&6".(
;#"*!(3!5,6"*(-',&6+-5(=5)6'( .%(+#&+!'0-".( .3-(
/&%0#5#%"5(%$(.3-(;#"*!()67(6"*(.%(-5+6/-($&%'(/-4
)"@%A&)!$N($)A$!8%01"+@"3%4556<

( F!5.#+-(H#"@3(+6))-*(%"(.3-(#'/%&.6"+-(%$(6(G"#4
$%&'(<#0#)(<%*-($%&(="*#6('%&-(.36"(.7-".8(.#'-5(#"(3#5(
&!)#"@?(
( V-"( +6"( 6)5%( -"@6@-( #"( /%)8@6'%!5( 6+.#0#.8(
,8(.6Y#"@(6*06".6@-(%$(.3-(+%'/)->#.8(%$(/-&5%"6)()67?((
="5.-6*(%$(53%&.9(@-"-&6)(@!#*-)#"-5($%&($!.!&-(@-"-&64
-*&)!%-&%'&@@&L3%7$+!&)"@%@"L!%"+$%!7$A*OA%")C%@$)E-2.8%
23&%!@3(&-5-6&+3(=(360-(+%"*!+.-*($%&( .3-(N6)-(K67(
1A2&&@3%B%O)C%-2*!%*!%"%7+&?@$,%L*-2%@$E"@%!.!-$,!%*)%
'6"8( /%5.+%)%"#6)( 5.6.-5?( P..-'/.5( .%( /&-0-".( )%%/4
3%)-5(6+.!6))8( /&%'%.-( )%%/3%)-5J( .3-(7&#.-&5(%$()675(
.&8(.%%(36&*(.%(#"+%&/%&6.-(-0-&8.3#"@(#".%(.3-#&(+%*-5?(
P(-3%*-%*!%#)&L)%-2"-%!7$A*OA%@"L!%"+$%$"!*$+%-&%?.7"!!%
.36"(@-"-&6)(5.6.-'-".5?(Z-"-&6)(5.6.-'-".5(+6"(,-(#"4
.-&/&-.-*(,8(.3-(+%!&.5(6"*(+6"(+36"@-(7#.3(.3-(.#'-5?(
17$A*OA%@"L!%A"))&-8%B)%-2$%A"!$%&'%7&@.E",.3%-2$%J*)4
*!(<%*-(L#))5(%!.)#"-(&#@#*(5.6"*6&*5($%&(/&%0#"@('6&4
&#6@-(#"+)!*#"@(/&%%$(%$(/-&$%&'6"+-(%$(3%'6(6"*(56/4
-"7"C*%0!$K$)%!-$7!%"+&()C%-2$%O+$<3%-2$%7+$!$)A$%&'%"%
-2"#(+%0?"+?$+<3%")C%-2$%A2")-*)E%&'%-2$%,")E"@%"!2-(#8%
;%7-0-&9(;#"*!(7-**#"@(.&6*#.#%"5(06&8(@&-6.)8($&%'(
&-@#%"(.%(&-@#%"?(23%5-(,-)%"@#"@(.%(.3-(&-**8(+%''!4
"#.8(%$(M6#)5--)'69($%&(->6'/)-9(!5-(6(86&"(+-&-'%"8(
#"5.-6*(%$(56/.6/6*#(6"*(3%'6?(Q%&(5%'-()%7-&(+65.-59(
#.(#5(#"+&-65#"@)8(->/-"5#0-(.%(5-+!&-(6(.36Y!&(%&(6(,&634
'#"(/&#-5.(.%(+36".(.3-('6"@6)(653.!Y?(;-"+-9('6"8(%$(
.3-(+!5.%'5(%!.)#"-*(#"(.3-(;#"*!(<%*-(L#))5(%")8(6/4
/)8(.%(+-&.6#"(&-@#%"5(6"*(.%(3#@3-&(+65.-5?(23-5-(/&%,4
)-'5( &6#5-( .3-( B!-5.#%"( %$( 6//)#+6,#)#.8?(23-( L#))5( *%(
)&-%"77@.%-&%"@@%J*)C(!%"!%*-%A@"*,!%-&%C&8%B-%C$O)$!%"%
0-&8(5'6))(/%&.#%"(%$(.3-(;#"*!(/%/!)6.#%"(6"*(6//)#-5(
.3-5-(&-$%&'5(.%(.3-'?(23#5(#"3-&-".)8()-6*5(.%(6"(!"4
:!5.(6//)#+6.#%"(%$(.3-()67(%"(06&#%!5(5!,/%/!)6.#%"5(%$(



Tina M. Thomas

11 Vol 5, No 1 - Fall  2009

!"#$%&'()*#+&,'-../,'01'23245236671

' )&'8'9+&%:;'<='&%>?'&0+>"@>'9+*%:8;"<#&'<#'A89!

9"8*+,'";'B+><A+&'"#>9+8&"#*:C'$"=@>%:;';<'09<D+'0<:C*!

"#$%&$%"%'()&"*+%,-%',)%."/,0()%#"//,"12)%"/2%*03%2.2*%

40*),+2/2+%."5,+6%7',)8%,*%3(/*8%52"+)%30%1/2"3%,*9()3,42%

-0/%:,.2)%"*+%4',5+/2*6%7'2%40#;5",*"*3%:,-2%40(5+%5"$%

(;0*%'2/)25-%3'2%/,)<%0-%,*."5,+"3,*1%'2/%2=,)3,*1%#"/!

/,"126%>0/20.2/8% ,-% 3'2%)240*+%#"//,"12% ,)%40*),+2/2+%

.0,+8%3'2%)240*+%:,-2%'")%*0%521"5%/240(/)26%?*$%240!

#<A">'<9'@#8#>"8:' B+#+@;&' =9<A' ;?+' &+><#$'A899"8*+'

89+'><#@&>8;+$1'E?+'08;+9#";C'<=';?+'>?":$'<='8'&+><#$'

#"//,"12% ,-% ;/0.2+% 40(5+% 0*5$% "#0(*3% 30% ,3)% &")3"/+!

"F8;"<#' 8#$' #<;' 09<<=' <=' B"*8AC' BC' ;?+' =8;?+9' (GB"$71'

7'0(1'%3',)%;05$1"#$%2="#;52%',1'5,1'3)%0*5$%"%40(!

;52%-0/#)%0-%,*9()3,42%,*%3'2%)$)32#%0-%;2/)0*"5%5":)8%,3%

/",)2)%"%)2/,0()%40*),+2/"3,0*@A3%#"$%&2%#0/2%()2-(5%

30%+2.250;%"%12*2/"58%(*,-0/#%4,.,5%40+2%-0/%"55%/25,1,0*)%

,*%0/+2/% 30%/2+(42%3'2%;0)),&,5,3$%0-% 500;'052)6%?%(*,!

-0/#%4,.,5%40+2%:0(5+%"550:%-0/%45"/,3$%:,3',*%3'2%A*+,!

"*%521"5%)$)32#B%C7'2%521"5%#"D2%,)%&2:,5+2/,*1%2*0(1'%

:,3'0(3%/23",*,*1%"%:,+2%;2/#(3"3,0*%"*+%40#&,*"3,0*%

0-%5":)%:',4'%4/2"32%/,1'3)%,*%)0#2%"*+%3"<2%3'2#%":"$%

"#'8#<;?+9'$+0+#$"#*'%0<#';?+"9'9+:"*"<#H'(I?8*8AJ89,'

-.4.,'01'//71'

!"#$%&'($%)"%*"+,-'&$(."
% 7'0)2%:'0%"/1(2% ,*% -".0/%0-% 3'2%;2/)0*"5% 5":%

)$)32#%40*32*+%3'"3%?/3,452%EE%0*5$%/2F(,/2)%3'"3%5":)%

&2% (*,-0/#8% &(3% *03% *242))"/,5$% 40##0*6%?)% 50*1% ")%

;2/)0*"5% 5":)% "/2% 10.2/*2+% &$% (*,-0/#% ;/,*4,;52)% 0-%

*+#$+9'8#$'?%A8#'K%&;">+,';?+#';?+"9'+L"&;+#>+'"&'@#+1'

GF("5,3$8%")%3'2%;/2"#&52%+,43"32)8%4"*%)3,55%&2%"4',2.2+6%

H0:2.2/8%")%'")%&22*%+2#0*)3/"32+%"4/0))%3'2%:0/5+8%

)2;"/"32% 5":)% "*+% /21(5"3,0*)% +0% *03% ;2/#,3% 2F("5,3$6%

I/0:*%.6%I0"/+%0-%G+(4"3,0*8%-0/%2="#;528%2)3"&5,)'2+%

3'"3%3'2%.2/$%2=,)32*42%0-%)2;"/"32%/21(5"3,0*)%,*+,4"32+%

)0#2%)0/3%0-% ,*2F("5,3$%&23:22*%:',32)%"*+%&5"4<)% ,*%

?#2/,4"B%CJ2;"/"32%2+(4"3,0*"5%-"4,5,3,2)%"/2%,*'2/2*3!

:C'%#+M%8:H'(N":O"#&<#'GGG,'-../,'01'..25-P3Q71'E?%&,'

3'0(1'%A*+,"%,)%"%+,--2/2*3%40(*3/$%:,3'%"%+,--2/2*3%+,!

52##"8%3'2%?#2/,4"*%4")2%;/0.,+2)%()%:,3'%)0#2%,+2")%

30%40*),+2/6%

% K,/)38%3'2%)2;"/"32%;2/)0*"5%5":)%0-%A*+,"%"/2%,*!

'2/2*35$%(*2F("5%")%3'2$%"/2%-0(*+2+%0*%3'2%/(52)%"*+%

3/"+,3,0*)%0-%40#;52325$%+,--2/2*3%/25,1,0*)6%7'2%L0*)3,!

3(3,0*8%'0:2.2/8%#"*+"32)%2F("5%/,1'3)6%J,*42%;2/)0*"5%

5":)%-0/%."/,0()%1/0(;)%"/2%(*2F("58%"%+,.0/422%,*%>()!

5,#%5":%,)%2*3,352+%30%+,--2/2*3%3',*1)%3'"*%,*%H,*+(%5":8%

-0/% 2="#;526% J08% 3'2% 32/#)% 0-% 3'2% 40*)3,3(3,0*%:0(5+%

#"<2%;2/)0*"5% 5":)%(*40*)3,3(3,0*"56% A-%0*2% ,)% 9(+12+%

&$%)2;"/"32% )3"*+"/+)% -/0#%',)%;22/)8% 3'2*%2F("5,3$% ,)%

"&)2*36%M*-0/3(*"325$8% 3'2%4,3,D2*)%0-% A*+,"%'".2%&22*%

&:<J';<'9+><*#"F+';?"&'R8J1'SD+#'J<A+#T&'*9<%0&,'J?<'

"43,.25$%;/032)3%3'2%(*2F("5%3/2"3#2*3%0-%:0#2*%(*+2/%

3'2%N2/)0*"5%O":)%0-%H,*+()%"*+%>()5,#)8%0*5$%4"55%-0/%

2F("5%5":)%"*+%2F("5%/,1'3)8%&(3%)3/"$%-/0#%4"55,*1%-0/%

3'2%)"#2%5":)%-0/%2.2/$0*26%A*%"%;"#;'523%;(&5,)'2+%&$%

;?+')::'G#$"8'I+A<>98;">'N<A+#T&')&&<>"8;"<#'(-...7'

2*3,352+%CP03%"%M*,-0/#%L,.,5%L0+2%I(3%GF("5%Q,1'3)8%

GF("5% O":)8R% 3'2% 1/0(;% 4"55)% -0/% C"% )501"*% 0-% 2F("5%

/,1'3)%"*+%2F("5%5":)%3'"3%,)%";;/0;/,"32%-0/%3'2%)3/(1152%

0-%A*+,"*%:0#2*%-0/%12*+2/%9()3,42SI/2"<%3'2%;/2)2*3%

(*,-0/#%40+2%0-%;"3/,"/4'$%3'/0(1'%2F("5%5":)T%Q2-0/#%

0+9&<#8:':8J&UH(01'.71'V<J?+9+'$<';?+C'>8::'=<9'8'%#"!

@+$'>"D":'><$+1'W%;,'8&'G'89*%+,'&%>?'+M%8:";C'"&'"A0<&!

),&52%:,3'0(3%(*,-0/#,3$6

% J240*+8% *0/#"3,.2% +2#04/"3,4% 3'20/$% 12*2/!

"55$% 3"<2)% ,*+,.,+("5% 4,3,D2*)% 30% &2% 3'2% <2$% "430/)% ,*%

"%+2#04/"4$6%7',)%'")%0-32*%&22*%4/,3,4,D2+%")%"%.2/$%

U2)32/*!42*3/,4%:"$%0-%.,2:,*1%+2#04/"4$6%7'2%;05,4$%

0-% *0*,*32/-2/2*42% "*+% 3'2% )$)32#% 0-% ;2/)0*"5% 5":)8%

3'2/2-0/28%#"<2)% 40##(*,3,2)% 3'2% &"),4% (*,3% 0-% ;05,!

3,4)6%A*%"%40(*3/$%:'2/2%40##(*"5,)#%,)%0-32*%."5(2+%

"&0.2%,*+,.,+("5,3$8%3',)%<,*+%0-%4,.,5%)$)32#%)22#)%3'2%

A<&;'&%";8B:+1'E?+'R8J,';?<%*?,'"&';?+'$+@#";"<#'<=';?+'

40##(*,3$% ,*% )(4'% *"//0:% 32/#)6%7'2% ;2/)0*"5% 5":)%

1,.2% ;"/"#0(*3% ,#;0/3"*42% 30% /25,1,0()% 40##(*,3,2)%

"&0.2%*0*!/25,1,0()%;0;(5"3,0*)%5,<2%:0#2*%0/%5,*1("5%

1/0(;)6%H2*428%3'2)2%5"332/%;0;(5"3,0*)%"/2%0-32*%)5,1'3!

2+%,*%3'2%";;5,4"3,0*%0-%/25,1,0()%5":%30:"/+)%3'2#6%

% K,*"55$8% *0*,*32/-2/2*42% :")% ;/2#,)2+% 0*% 3'2%

"))(#;3,0*%3'"3%)0#2%,))(2)%40*42/*2+%0*2%1/0(;%#0/2%

3'"*%03'2/)6%G"4'%40##(*,3$V)%;2/)0*"5%5":)%4"#2%30%

B+'"$+#;"@+$'8&';?+'09"A89C'><#>+9#'<=';?8;'><AA%#";C,'

/"3'2/%3'"*%3'2%40*42/*)%0-%03'2/%40##(*,3,2)8%3'2%10.!

2/*#2*38%0/%3'2%*"3,0*%")%"%:'0526%7'2/2-0/28%30%"%;"/!

3,4(5"/%40##(*,3$8%3'2%03'2/)%5":)%+0%*03%"55%'05+%2F("5%

:2,1'3%30%3'2,/%0:*%;2/)0*"5%5":6



A Uniform Civil Code in India

12International Affairs Journal

!"#$#%$#$&#%'$()*+,

! "!#$%&'()!*%+%,!*'-.!*'#,-!(.).-/!01.2.!3452!

!"#$%$"&' !"'&#$' ($%)*"+,' ,+-' ).)&$/0' 12&' !"' +))$))!"3'
&#!)'4,+!/0'*"$')#*2,5',**6'&*'7*+'+)'+'(*))!1,$'/*5$,8'
' 9"'&#$')&+&$'*:'7*+0'+'4!;!,'4*5$'!)'1+)$5'*"'&#$'
<*%&232$)$'=+/!,.'>+-)8'?#$'<*%&232$)$'@!;!,'@*5$'
*:'ABCD'+"5'&#$'@*5$'*:'@!;!,'<%*4$52%$'*:'AEFE'$"G
4*/(+))'&#$'$"&!%$')($4&%2/'*:'4!;!,',+-'&#$%$8'?#$',+&G
&$%'!)'5!;!5$5'!"&*':*2%')$4&!*")8''<+%&'9'4*"&+!")'H%&!4,$)'
A' &#%*23#' AD' 5$,!"$+&!"3' &#$' 1+)!4' (%*;!)!*")' *:' &#$'
@*5$0'&#$'/*)&'!/(*%&+"&'*:'-#!4#'!)'H%&!4,$'D0'-#!4#'
$)&+1,!)#$)' &#$' (%!"4!(,$)' *:' %+4!+,' +"5' 3$"5$%' $I2+,G
!&.8''<+%&'99':2%&#$%'5$;$,*()'&#$)$'(%*;!)!*")8''<+%&'999'
5$+,)' $J4,2)!;$,.' +"5' 4*/(%$#$")!;$,.' -!&#' (%*($%&.'
%!3#&)8''<+%&'9K'4*"4$%")'!&)$,:'-!&#'/+&&$%)'*:'4!;!,'%$G
)(*")!1!,!&!$)0'!":%!"3$/$"&'*:'%!3#&)0'+"5'&#$!%'%$)&!&2G
0%'$!6789'#:4;!<==<>?

' L#$"'7*+'-+)'*442(!$5'!"'AECA'1.'9"5!+0'&#$'
3*;$%"/$"&'(%*/!)$5'&#$'($*(,$'&#+&'&#$)$',+-)'-*2,5'
1$',$:&'!"&+4&8'9"'AECM0'+"'$"+4&/$"&'*:'&#$'9"5!+"'<+%G
,!+/$"&0'4+,,$5'&#$'7*+0'N+/+"0'+"5'N!2'H5/!"!)&%+G
&!*"'H4&0' 6$(&' <*%&232$)$' 4!;!,' ,+-)' !"' :*%4$' 2"&!,' *%'
2",$))'%$($+,$5'1.'&#$' ,$3!),+&2%$' *%' *&#$%'4*/($&$"&'
+2&#*%!&.8'?#$%$+:&$%0'-!&#'&#$'(+))!"3'*:'*&#$%'(+%,!+G
/$"&+%.'+4&)'($%&+!"!"3'&*',$3!),+&!*"'!"'+%$+)')24#'+)'
4*"&%+4&)0' &%+"):$%' *:' (%*($%&.0' $+)$/$"&' %!3#&)0' +"5'
%$3!)&%+&!*"0'&#$'4*%%$)(*"5!"3'(%*;!)!*")' !"'&#$'@!;!,'
@*5$'*:'7*+'-$%$')2($%)$5$58''O",.'&#*)$'(%*;!)!*")'
!"'&#$'@!;!,'@*5$'($%&+!"!"3'&*':+/!,.',+-)'+"5'2)+3$)'
#+;$')*':+%')2%;!;$5'!"42%)!*"8'?#$)$'!"4,25$'&#$',+-)'
+((%*(%!+&$'&*'/+%%!+3$'+"5'5!;*%4$0')244$))!*"0'32+%5G
!+")#!(0' (%*($%&.0' &*%&)0' 5*/!4!,$0' (*))$))!*"0' +44$))0'
4$-!540.(54/2!6@A%->?

?#$%$'+%$'+'"2/1$%'*:'%$+)*")'+)'&*'-#.'&#$'$J!)&$"4$'
*:'&#!)'4!;!,'4*5$'!"'7*+'!)'*:'(+%+/*2"&'!/(*%&+"4$'!"'
'#(!20#-/!'&!*%+%,!,45!%$!@$-%4?!B1.!C(20!142!0'!-'!5%01!

&#$'4*"4$(&'*:'+1)*,2&$'$I2+,!&.8'P+%3+%$&'P+)4+%$"#+)'
6<==D>!5(%0.2;! EF'(! 01.!)'20! G4(0;! 01.! *%+%,! ,452! *#(G
%$"&,.'!"':*%4$'!"'7*+'&#+&'($%&+!"'&*'/+%%!+3$0'5!;*%4$0'
(%*&$4&!*"'*:'4#!,5%$"0'+"5')244$))!*"'+%$'"*"G5!)4%!/G
!"+&*%.'!"'&$%/)'*:'4+)&$0'$&#"!4!&.0'*%'3$"5$%8Q'R"5$%'
&#$' 7*+"' @!;!,' @*5$0' /+%%!+3$' !)' +' 4*"&%+4&' +"5' &#$'

4!;!,'%$3!)&%+&!*"'*:' /+%%!+3$'!)' /+"5+&*%.8'L#$"$;$%'
+"'$J(%$))'4*"&%+4&'5$,!"$+&!"3')244$))!*"'!)'"*&'/+5$0'
&#$'>+-' *:'@*//2"!&.'<%*($%&.' !)'+2&*/+&!4+,,.'+(G
(,!4+1,$8'?#!)',+-'3*;$%")'"$+%,.'"!"$&.G$!3#&'($%4$"&'
*:'+,,'7*+"'/+%%!+3$)8'R"5$%'&#$',+-0'$+4#')(*2)$'+2&*G
/+&!4+,,.'+4I2!%$)'S*!"&'*-"$%)#!('*:'+,,'+))$&)'+,%$+5.'
!"'&#$!%'(*))$))!*"'+)'-$,,'+)'&#*)$'52$'&*'&#$/'1.'!"G
#$%!&+"4$8'?#$)$'+))$&)'/+.'"*&'1$'5!)(*)$5'*:'!"'+".'
-+.'1.'*"$')(*2)$'-!&#*2&'&#$'$J(%$))'4*")$"&'*:'&#$'
*&#$%8'9"'+55!&!*"0'1.';!%&2$'*:'%$3!)&%+&!*"'*:'#$%'/+%G
%!+3$0'+'7*+"'-*/+"'!)'+1,$'&*'$)&+1,!)#'#$%'%!3#&)':%*/'
&#$' *2&)$&8'?#!)' !)' +"' +5;+"&+3$' -*/$"' ,!;!"3' 2"5$%'
*&#$%'($%)*"+,',+-)'5*'"*&'(*))$))0')!"4$'%$3!)&%+&!*"'*:'
)4((%4H.!%2!$'0!)4$-40'(/!4$-;!01.(.&'(.;!%2!-%&C*#,0!0'!

(%*;$8'P*%$*;$%0'!"'&#$'$;$"&'*:',$3+,')$(+%+&!*"'2"5$%'
I'4$!*%+%,!,45;!4!5')4$!%2!.$0%0,.-!0'!C&0/!G.(*.$0!'&!

#$%'#2)1+"5T)'!"4*/$8'H)'+'%$)2,&0'U2)&!4$'P8V8'W#+#0'
4#!$:'S2)&!4$'*:'&#$'P2/1+!'#!3#'4*2%&'-#*'+,)*'#$+5)'
+'1$"4#'!"'7*+0'*1)$%;$)'&#+&'X+&%*4!&!$)'*"'-*/$"'+%$'
,.22!1.4(-!%$!I'4!*')G4(.-!0'!'01.(!2040.2J!6K(4A1#-.G
)+!0'AEEDY8
' R"5$%'&#$'7*+"'4!;!,',+-0'%$3!)&%+&!*"'*:'1!%&#)'
+"5' 5$+&#)' !)' +,)*' /+"5+&*%.8' @#!,5%$"' *:' 5$4$+)$5'
(+%$"&)' +%$' 6"*-"' +)' X/+"5+&*%.' #$!%)8Q' ?#$.' 4+"G
"*&'1$'5!)!"#$%!&$5' -#$&#$%' /+,$' *%' :$/+,$0' )+;$'2"G
5$%'$J&%+*%5!"+%.' 4!%42/)&+"4$)8' 9:'&#$' 5$4$+)$5' (+%G
$"&)' ,$+;$' "*' -!,,0'+,,' /+"5+&*%.'#$!%)'+%$'$"&!&,$5'&*'
+"'$I2+,')#+%$'*:'&#$'$)&+&$'*:'&#$'5$4$+)$58'9:0'*"'&#$'
*&#$%'#+"50'&#$'5$4$+)$5'#+;$' /+5$'+' -!,,0'&#$.' /+.'
'$,/!-%2G'2.!C&0/!G.(*.$0!'&!01.!.2040.!%$!4!)4$$.(!4*G
4*%5!"3'&*'&#$!%'4#**)!"38''?#!)'!)'6"*-"'+)'&#$'I2*&+'
-%2G'$%+.,?!B1.!(.)4%$%$H!C&0/!G.(*.$0!)#20!A.!-%+%-.-!

$I2+,,.' +/*"3'+,,' /+"5+&*%.'#$!%)8'W24#'+' (%*;!)!*"'
$")2%$)'&#$'S2)&'5!)&%!12&!*"'*:'+))$&)'+/*"3''+,,'5%$"8'
9"':+4&0'&#$'*",.'-+.'+'-*/+"',!;!"3'2"5$%'&#!)').)&$/'
4+"'1$'5$(%!;$5'*:'#$%',$3!&!/+&$'!"#$%!&+"4$'!)'1.'#$%'
*-"' $J(%$))' %$"2"4!+&!*"8' ?#$' (*))!1!,!&.' *:' (+%$"&)'
4*$%4!"3'&#$!%'5+23#&$%)'&*'%$"*2"4$'&#$!%')#+%$'!)'%$G
524$5'1.'+' (%*;!)!*"'&#+&')+.)' )24#'+'%$"2"4!+&!*"' !)'
*",.';+,!5'!:'5*"$')21)$I2$"&'&*'&#$'5$+&#'*:'&#$'(+%$"&)'
6L42*4(.$142;!<==D>?!

' ?#2)0'7*+"'4!;!,',+-')$$/)'/*%$'S2)&'+"5'/*%$'
$I2+,'&#+"'&#$'($%)*"+,',+-)'3*;$%"!"3'&#$'%$)&'*:'&#$'
,+"58'Z$"4$0'&#!)'4*2,5'1$'+'(*))!1,$'4+)$'*:'+'2"!:*%/'



Tina M. Thomas

13 Vol 5, No 1 - Fall  2009

!"#"$%!&'(%)*%+,"!,%-&%.&'($%-,(%/(0-%&1%23'"4%&35

!"#$%&'("#

% 6,(% '()4-(% &#(/% 4% 73"1&/.% !"#"$% !&'(% "0% /"8(%

"3%23'"49%)7-%8(/,480%-,"0%(004*%,":,$":,-0%0&.(%&1%-,(%

.4"3%!&30"'(/4-"&30%-,4-%0,&7$'%-4;(%8$4!(5%<"/0-%&1%4$$9%

$4+% "0% ".8&/-43-% 1&/% "-% '($"3(4-(0% ,&+% 43'% +,(3% -,(%

0-4-(% (=(/!"0(0% "-0% 47-,&/"-*5%>% 0-4-(% -,4-% "0% :&#(/3('%

)*%4%0*0-(.%&1%/($":"&70%8(/0&34$%$4+0%&)#"&70$*%,40%4%

'"11(/(3-%8&+(/%0-/7!-7/(%-,43%&3(%:&#(/3('%)*%4%!&.?

.&3%$4+5%23'"4@0%0*0-(.%"0%-4;"3:%8&+(/%4+4*%1/&.%-,(%

0-4-(%43'%8$4!"3:%"-%"3%-,(%,43'0%&1%/($":"&39%+,(/(40%4%

!"#$%&'(#)#*'(+&%'(+!*&',+--#.*/'&+'01%'+,,+-#0%2'3"'4'

!&73-/*%+/(4;('%)*%"30-4)"$"-*9%"-%+&7$'%)(%"3%-,("/%)(0-%

"3-(/(0-%-&%8$4!(%8&+(/%+,(/(%"-%)($&3:05%A&/(&#(/9%-,(%

)$4-43-%#"&$4-"&3%&1%/":,-0%73'(/%07!,%4%0*0-(.%0,&7$'%

)(%/()711('%"3%-,(%+&/$'@0%$4/:(0-%'(.&!/4!*5%>0%23'"4%

.&#(0%1&/+4/'%"3-&%-,(%3(=-%!(3-7/*9%"-%"0%&1-(3%,4"$('%

&#(/%B,"34%1&/% "-0%'(.&!/4-"!%:&#(/3.(3-4$%0-/7!-7/(5%

C7-9%-,"0%.(430%3&-,"3:%"1%-,(%;(*%1&73'4-"&3%&1%'(.&!?

/4!*D"3'"#"'74$% /":,-0D"0% E(&84/'"F('5% G&9% "-% "0% .*%

,&8(%-,4-%-,(%&8"3"&3%43'%/(!&..(3'4-"&30%&7-$"3('%"3%

-,"0%(004*%!43%0-((/%.*%8((/0%"3%23'"4%'&+3%4%E70-%84-,%

43'%-&+4/'0%4%8/&08(/&70%17-7/(5%

)*+*,*#$*'

>'."3"0-/4-"&3% &1% H70-"!(% I(:7$4-"&39% G(!-"&3% JK5% LL%

>8/"$%LKMN5

>:3(09% <$4#"45% OP"3'7% A(39% A&3&:4.*9% 43'% Q3"?

1&/.%B"#"$%B&'(5R%!"#$#%&"'($)'*#+&,&"(+'-../+01%SN%

567789:';<;=>;<??2'5@A"%-B'67789'5@A"%-B'67789'5@A?

"%-B'67789

%

>$$% 23'"4% T(.&!/4-"!% U&.(3@0% >00&!"4-"&35% OV&-% 4%

Q3"1&/.%B"#"$%B&'(%C7-%WX74$%I":,-09%WX74$%Y4+05R%

V(+%T($,"Z%C/"3'4%[4/4-9%L\\\9%85%\5

T,4:4.+4/9% ]407',45% 2#3(4)5' ,6.' 7$&8#4%' 9&:&+'

9#).1%C&.)4*Z%V5A5%6/"84-,"%^/"#4-(%Y-'59%L\M\5

T@G&7F49% B4/.&5% O<4."$*% Y4+0% &1% _&45R% 26.' ;#($'

<#4=%1'JNNJ5%6_<5%LN%T(!5%JNNM5%`,--8Zaa+++5!&$4!&5

3(-aLaB4/.&<4.Y4+0_&45,-.b5

H43"39%P73-% 43'%[4,$.(*(/9%>3'/(5' >5+(%&"'?(3@' ,6.'

A6(4&('84#%'B=6(%%()C5'2&%.',#',6.'*4.5.$,1%A!<4/?

$43'%43'%B&5%^7)$"0,(/0Z%JNNK5

OY4+5R%DE8#4)'F%.4&"($'G&",&#$(4&.51%A4!C&&;%('"?

-"&35%JNNM5%

A40!4/(3,409% A4/:4/(-5% OY(:4$% Y(:4!*5R% _&4@0% B"#?

"$% B&'(5% T4-(% Q3;3&+35% B(4H(4.,' B(5"(4.$6(5' (,'

I#%.1% LN% T(!5% JNNM5% `% ,--8Zaa..40!:&45-/"8&'5!&.a

"'LJ5,-.$b5

O^(/0&34$5R%DE8#4)'F%.4&"($'G&",&#$(4&.51%A4!C&&;%

('"-"&35%JNNM5

^/4),7'(04"9% G43'(0,5% OH7'"!"4/*% 4'#&!4-(0% 73"1&/.%

!"#"$%!&'(%1&/%23'"45R%;#('J.351%JS%A4*%L\\K5

C4D*4'E!&A4*')2'F"#+"'+G'3"&#42'@3H'6778'CI'68;2'C!?

,D%J%'I+!D0'+G'3"&#42'67782

G4-,(9%G5 5̂% OQ3"1&/.%B"#"$%B&'(Z% 2.8$"!4-"&30%&1%G7?

8/(.(% B&7/-% 23-(/#(3-"&35R% !"#$#%&"' ($)' *#+&,&"(+'

-../+01';K'567789:'<6L8><6LL2

6,(%B&30-"-7-"&3%&1%-,(%I(87)$"!%&1%23'"45

U"$;"30&3%2229%H5%P4/#"(5%O6,(%Y4+%&1%B"#"$%I":,-0%43'%

-,(%T43:(/0%&1%G(84/4-"0.%"3%A7$-"!7$-7/4$%>.(/"!45R%

A,($8#4)'?(3'K.:&.31'?M'567789:'77;>6K<L2

U"$$"4.09% I"345% ^&0-!&$&3"4$% ^&$"-"!0% 43'% ^(/0&34$%

Y4+05%V(+%T($,"Z%DE8#4)'7$&:.45&,0'*4.55L%JNNc9%85%c5

2&$('26#%(5' &5' (' 4.".$,' H4()=(,.'#8'M(+.'7$&:.45&,01''

A6.'4.".&:.)').H4..5'&$'N#,6'*#+&,&"(+'A"&.$".'($)'>$O

,.4$(,&#$(+'A,=)&.51


